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this chapter is highly concrete. What then, we hasten to ask,
made Barnardo the great pioneer he was? What were the
dominant attributes of his character? And wherein have
those attributes impressed themselves upon the national
character of the people he served? In brief, what was the
mental and spiritual stature of this man who, year by year,
in the perspective of distance, holds an increasingly high
place among the pioneers and prophets of the race?
In preceding chapters certain of these questions have
•received a partial answer: now the time has come for
tighter grips.
First and foremost among the forces which moulded
Barnardo's character and made him great was, beyond
doubt, the religion which inspired his initial endeavours
and sustained him through all the vicissitudes of his life-
crusade* To him religion was a more intimate part of his
being than the air he breathed or the food he ate. It was
to him the be-all and the end-all of life.
From conversion till death, Barnardo was an avowed
Evangelical. But this does not mean that his religion was
static. Quite the contrary! The evolution of his convictions
is apparent. In youth, under the influence of Brethrenism,
he inclined to the belief that the Lord's Table should be
open only to the immersed. In middle-age, a liberal Non-
conformist, he was much less concerned about doctrines and
dogmas as such: while, during his last twelve years, a
lay-reader in the Church of England, he was ready to
co-operate with all, whatever their affiliation, if only they
"loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth".
The cardinal tenets of Protestantism were to Barnardo
the foundations of his religious life. The Open Bible in the
vernacular, Salvation by Faith, and the Priesthood of all
True Believers, were principles which, to the end, he
cherished increasingly. Without the Open Bible in a people's
native tongue, he believed religion was liable to degenerate
into a system of semi-magical rites. Christian works, he

